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PRESS RELEASE  

THE FRIENDS OF LUDLOW MUSEUM are pleased to announce that The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed in his July 2015 Budget to award us £250,000 to 
facilitate publication online of the unique and historically important geological collec-
tions held in Ludlow, funded from the LIBOR fines.  We are very grateful to Philip 
Dunne MP for Ludlow, who made the necessary introduction and assisted us with our 
application.  

The grant agreement was signed with The Natural History Museum earlier in the 
month, the first tranche of money has been received and the Project will be up and 
running in April.  Obviously the uncertainty of the Future of Shropshire's Museum 
Service has caused concern but we have reorganised the Project and believe we can 
fulfil our aim and principal objectives. 

The award will enable us to capture and publish on-line the geological collections that 
have been built up for nearly two centuries representing the stages of evolution from 
the dawn of life, through the migration of Shropshire from South of the Equator to 
where it is today and, more recently, the passage of ice sheets across the County. 

The money will also help the Friends: 
-    Engage the local community through support of local volunteers. 
-    Support the application for Arts Council Designation of this collection as being of 
national significance. 
-   Encourage study of the evidence for Earth’s most important period of climate 
change, by local community groups as well as by academics and specialist re-
searchers, as life emerged onto land from the sea for the first time. 
-   Assist developing education and research programmes which will benefit local 

schools and colleges  as well as from further afield, in turn boosting the visitor 
economy. 

The work will be conducted in close collaboration with The Natural History Museum,  
the Shropshire Museums Service and with the support of Shropshire Council. 

Lottie James 
Chairman
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